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Charatters of fome of the principal Republicans of France in 


1790. 


OLAND’s habitation flill continued ta be the chief refort 

of that fa&tion which, in the days of the firft legiflature, 
was fuppofed republican, and fome members of which ftill oc- 
cafionally gave indications of a with to eftablifh that form ot go- 
vernment, though no party was found hardy enough to avow 
the principle. Although declamations and writings, in which 
the perfon and rule of the king of France, and every other mo- 
natch, were vilified by wanton abufe, or rendeted odious by une 
fparing calumny, - were profufely uttered and fanétioned by 
Briffot and his fa€tion ; and, although their hoftiliy to the pers 
fon of Louis XVI. and to al! that remained either in or out of 
France of nobility or clergy is undoubted; yet their fincere 
defire to eftablifh a republic is very queftionable. Moit of 
them were poor and venal, ready to be bought, but unufed to 
be bid for, raifing fyftems for the fake of gaining importance, 
and difpofed to fell themfelves and their projeéts to the firft who 
would offer an adequate gratification. Many of them had come 
menced their political career as falaried adherents of the duke 
of Orleans ; fome quitted his party becaufe his patronage was 
previoully occupied by others, and their fervices neglected ; 
and fome formed a new connection, that, by acquiring power 
conjunctively, they might either ufe or difpofe of it to greater 
advantage. 

Briffot, the head of the party, had been from his youth toffed 
on the fea of fpeculation, frequently reduced to want, foimetimes 
to meannefs, and, if reports may be credited, even to crime. 
The neceflity of writing for bread had given facility to his pen; 
but his ftyle wanted vigour, his 1reafoning method, and his flate- 
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ments correéinefs. Ever difpofed to give vent to fentiments 


required by the occafion, he was frequently under the neceffity. 


of contradiéting himfelf ; and few of his opinions can bear the 
teft of declarations which he had made at fome previous period, 
The love of innovation, more than a fixed principle, feems 
to have fwayed him in politics: at one time he was an admirer 
of the Britifh, at another of the American conftitution ; fome. 
times defirous to raife his patron, the dake of Orleans, to the 
throne ; and then wifhing to depofe the king, eftablifh a regency 
during the minority of the dauphin, and govern both by means 
of influence in the legiflature, and a party of unalienable friends, 
For all or any of thefe projeéts he was willing to receive a com. 
promife, having, in faét, no principle, nor any patriotifm ; but 
he was obliged to affe& both, as the means of raifing and attach. 
ing to himfelf a party. He gained many adherents by an ap. 
pearance of candour and mildnefs; but in his real charaéter he 
was falfe, gloomy, vindiétive, and unrelenting. 

Roland was in himfelf an inoffenfive old man, endowed with 
little talent, and not much malice, choleric not rancorous, plain 
in manners and habits, brief in {peech, fond of reproving vice, 
and fancying him{elf a model of virtue. His early purfuits had 
rendered him diligent; and, having fuperintended {ome public 
accounts at Lyons, he was flattered into a belief that his abilities 
were equal to the condu& of a ftate, and his virtues fullicient to 
reform a whole people. ‘To this delufion his wife greatly con. 
tributed; fhe has often been mentioned as a woman of confi- 
derable talent; fhe wrote with fluency and eloquence, thought 
with boldnefs and originality, and made her opinions ftill more 
flrikiv g by the force of her expreffions and the vigour of her 
Hluflrations. In the whole courfe of the revolution, parties had 
been formed and cemented by women: Madame Necker, Ma 
dame de Stael her daughter, Madame Sillery, better known by 
her utle of countefs de Genlis, Madame de la Fayette, with a 
vaft train of fubordinate females, bad been oracles and centres 
of revolutionary juntos; and Madame Roland afpired aifo to 
the fame charaéler, She was confiderably younger than her 
hufband ; her perfon not devoid ot aitraétions, though far fiom 
beautiful; and her wit, fenfe, fpirit, and behaviour, iofinitely 
above molt of the females conneéted with her party, fuch as the 
wife of Condorcet, the miiliefs of Louvet, and the mother of 
Peiion, who were glad to acquire importance by joining het 
coterie. Slice feems to have pollefled a more decidedly republi- 
can [pirit than any of Roland's ailuciates, and diftinguifhed ber 
felt by a never-ceafing fulpicion and malignity towards the 
royal tamily. This might om:ginate from ‘the negle& or cone 
tempt fhe had fuflained im her esily years, being the daughter of 
a Parsfian bourgevis ; or troin her defpairing of ever ate acting 
@itcnuen or fecuring the homege wiucl {he coufidered her due, 
withig 
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within the purlieus of the court. Roland had not folicited a 
feat in the aflembly, becaufe he was not an able fpeaker ; and 
Briffot always relied on him as a fit perfon to fill a miniflerial 
fituation, if their party could gain the defired afcendancy. 

The chief fupporters of this junto in the aflembly were 
marked by common charafteriftics; a bold flyle of eloquence, 
unfettered by the regulations of decency, the reftraints of 
truth, or the rules of logic. All {poke with confidence, all 
aimed at popularity, and all at fome moments enjoyed it; but, 
as they acquired their popularity by momentary exertions not 
founded on {cience or principle, fo they forfeited it as fuddenly 
when their own arts and arguments were ufed againft them. 
felves. Such isthe general charaéter which includes Verge 
niaud, Ifnard, Guadet, Genfonne, and a herd of others, whofe 
labours were highly extolled by their party, but afterwards 
only refcued from oblivion to commemorate occafional traits of 
atrocity. 

Condorcet is diftinguifhed from this herd, and might perbaps 
have been confidered the head of a party, had his talents as an 
orator been equal to thafe he difplayed as a writer, or had his 
courage been equal to his malignity. He was atrue perfecutor 
of the church, and zealoufly attached to the atheiflical party ; 
having been the friend and pupil of the old, and principal in- 
ftru€tor of the younger members. In other refpeéts he was not 
equally confiltent, having been in his earlier days an afliduous 
courtier, though now among the foremoft who endeavoured by 
their infolence to difguft and degradetheking. Ingratitude pre- 
vailed in his charaéter more than any other feature, except cow- 
ardice. He is exquifitely defcribed by his warm friend, Ma- 
dame Roland. “* The genius of Condorcet’’, fhe fays, “ is 
equal to the comprehenfion of the greateft truths ; but he has no 
other chara€teriftic befides fear. It may be faid of his under- 
ftanding, combined with his perfon, that he is a fine eflence ab- 
forbed in cotton. No one wil! fay of him, that in a feeble body 
he difplays great courage ; his heart and conftitution are equally 
weak, The timidity which forms the bafis of his charaéter, and 
which he difplays even in company, on his countenance, and 
in his attitudes, does not reful: from his frame alone, but feems 
to be inherent in his foul; and his talents furnt(h him with no 
means of fubduing it. Thus, after having deduced a princi- 
ple, or demonitrated a faét in the affembly, he would give a 
vote decidedly oppofite, overawed by the thunder of the tribunes, 

armed with infults, and prodigalof th 

for him was the fecretary hip of the academy. Such men fhoald 
be employed to write, but never permitted to act: it isa hanppte 
nefsto be able to draw fome utility from them; even that is not 
to be done with all umid perfons; in general they are good for 
nothing,” 
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Petion, now mayor of Paris, was alfo a conftant attendant a 
Roland’s ; he was a compound of prefumption, folly, and wicked. 
nefs; a wool to every party with which he was conneéted, yet 
in himfelf pofitive, head{trong, and malignant. In the confi. 
tuent afflembiy, he was ranked among the loweft order of thofe 
who endeavcured to force themfelves into notice by extrava. 
gance ; his conneétion with the duke of Orleans was well known; 
and, as he was confidered in no other light than one of his hired 
azevts, no further attention was paid to his efforts than the views 
of his patron could command, The-court was fo thoroughly 
convinced of his folly, and had fo little notion of bis wicked. 
nefs, that their friends did not oppofe his ele@ion to the mayor. 
alty, judging him a lefs noxious charatter than his competitor 
La Fayette. When invefted with that office, however, he foon 
difplayed more of his real charagter; and in time gave the royal 
family abundant reafon to repent their error. 

Danton was alfo at this period a member of the faétion a 
Roland’s houfe. He began to make a con{picuous figure among 
the clubs, and to form the centre of a low and profligate party, 
devoid of morals, and eager for mifchief. His talent confifled 
in readinefs of fpeech, and boldnefs of thought and diion, 
Ever intent on meafures adapted to the prefent exigency, he 
thought neither of the paft nor the future; hence his arguments, 
delivered in a ftentorian voice, and with a ftern brow, were al- 
ways eafily comprehended by his audience: and, as he was ne- 
ver f{crupulous in his choice of means, his fy ftems were gene- 
rally popular, efpecially among the lower clafs, to whom he mok 
frequently addreffed himfelf. Poor and fond of debauchery, he 


was opento every bribe; and has more than once addreffed the- 


clubs in the flyle of a republican, in order to gain a motion which 
the minifter had hired him to make; but his mind was capable 
of great exertions, his thoughts were bold and original, and he 
was always diflinguifhed from the herd by the propofal of mea- 
fures and ufe of arguments, from which the timid would have 
fhrunk appalled, and of which men devoid of a great genius 
would never have thought. 





INTERESTING TRIAL 


GAME LAWS. 
Roserts verfus SrouGut, ef vice verfa, 


T perhaps may be amufing to the reader, as well as interefting 
to the public, to be acquainted with the circumftances attend- 
ing the above cafes, which are—that Major General Thomas 
Roberts, of Chadlington, in Oxfordfhire, in the month of Seps 
tember 
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tember laft, thought proper to exhibit an information before the 
Rev. Charles Weftern, of Kingham, one of his Majefty’s juf- 
tices of the peace for that county, againft Mr. Charles Stought, 
of Chadlington aforefaid, for having killed a partridge without 
being duly qualified; Mr. Stought afterwards appeared betore 
the magiftrates at Chipping-Norton, in purfuance of a fummons 
granted for that purpofe; and proved himlelt to be amply qua- 
lifed, by being feized and in the aétual pofleflion of a freehold 
ellate of upwards of 100], per annum, tree from all incume 
brances. The magiftrates being perfeétly fatisfied wih Mr. 
Stought’s qualification, Mr. Stought then thought it but jaftice 
to call upon the general to prove his, and accordingly exhibited 
an information againft the general before Fiancis Penyfton, Efg. 
an independent magiftrate of that county, for killing.a partridge 
without being duly qualified; andthe general being (ummoned, 
appeared by his attorney, and not being abie to prove his quali- 
fication by land, or othe: wife, infifled on his qualification as being 
an efqutre, whereupon the juftice determined he was not fo qua- 
lifed, and on the authority of the cafe of Jones ver/us Smart, 
convigted the general in the penalty of five pounds. . The ge- 
neral not being fatisfied with Mr. Penyfton’s determination,.on 
the 25th of January laft applied by his counfei to the court of 
King’s Bench for a writ of certiorari to remove this conviion, 
onthe ground, that the general being an efquire,-or perfon of 
fuperior degree, had aright to kil] game, although he had no 
landed property. But after a good deal of difcuflion, the court 
held that the Jaw, as Jaid down in the above mentioned cafe of 
Jones v, Smart, had decided the queftion again the general, and 
therefore the motion was r¢fufed. The general. has fince paid 
the penalty. 











Memoirs of the late Fohn Wilkes, Efq. Alderman and Cham- 
berlain of London. 


(Concluded from Page 150.) 


EING thus cut off from the civil community of his own 

country, Whiikes foon began to experience many of the 
evils of exile. In vain he endeavoured to diffipate his un- 
tafinels by a journey to Naples, and by diligent application to 
the compofition of a biftory of England from the period of the 
itvqlution, from the fale of which he hoped to receive a fup- 
ply of money, an article now more than ever neceflary in con- 
fequence of the dilapidation of his fortune. The letters which 
he wrote at this period to his confidential friend, Mr. Cotes, be- 
ray a mind dillra&ted by pecuniary embarraffments, difap- 
pointed ambition, and a thirit for revenge. On the change of 
minillry 
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minifiry in 1765, however, he conceived fanguine hopes of be, 
ing permitted to return to his country, and of receiving, in the 
fhape of a Jucrative employment under government, a compen. 
fation for his loffes. 

Whatever difpofition fome members of adminiftration mig 

feel to compromife with Mr. Wilkes, their opinion did no 
prevail in the cabinet; and the éxiled demagogue, weary of 
uncertainty, adopted the defperate refolution of returning to 

England. He accordingly arrived in London in the beginning 
of November, 1766, and immediately applied to the dukeof 
Grafton, requefling him to make his peace with the roling 
powers. His fuit was however unavailing, and to his unfpeak 
able mortification he found himfelf under the neceffity of re. 
turning to Paris. Soon after his arrival in that city, he gave 
vent to his feelings ina fevere but well. written letter to th 
duke of Grafton, which contained an outline of his cafe, well 
calculated to excite the public fympathy in his favour. 

The publication of this letter contributed confiderably to th 
increafe of Mr. Wilkes’s popularity. The public now fawtha 
he was a -perfecuted man. No minifter of any party chofeto 
ftand forward in his behalf; but they all avoided him, though 
all had been benefited by his means, immediately or eventually. 
The nation had more generofity. They, in general, efpoufed 
his caufe: partly from commiferation, becaufe they thought ht 
had fuffered more than his offence deferved ; and partly from 
gratitude, becaufe he had ferved his country in fome effentid 
points of conftitutional liberty. Though he had not a purfeto 
contend with the treafury, yet he had the courage'to rifk his all, 
together with his name; from the primary proceedings in th 
courts of law againft the king’s meffengers, Mr. Wood, ani 
others, by which the general warrant, and the arbitrary ani 
violent conduét of miniflers, received the firft condemnation 
There was a merit in this firmnefs which the people at that tim 
were not acquainted with. Mr. Wilkes might, even then, have 
fecretly made his peace with miniflers; and inftead of punih 
ment, might have profited by connivance; for there wasi 
ftrong reluQance to relinquifh this power of iffuing gener 
warrants. But his fpirit was fuperior to his compromife ; and 
his exile was the confequence. There is no revenge fo acrime 
nious as that which is provoked by difappointment. Certait 
offers were made through a channel which we are too near the 
time to reveal; and the rejeétion of which infpired the mot 
malignant indignation and refentment.’ Though this circum 
flance was ‘not known to the nation in gencral, yet every oe 
faw that peculiar animofity pervaded the whole condvét of the 
court of St. James’s, which could only be afcribed to fome prt 
judices wrought by minifters, either official or efficient. 
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With a courage bordering on temerity, Mr. Wilkes toward 
the end of the year 1767, determined upon taking advantage of 
his popularity, and under that precarious defence to brave the 
fercencfs of minifterial vengeance. He accordingly fixed 
upon the period of the general eleftion for his return to Eng- 
land, and on the 7th of February, 1768, he arrived in London. 
On the 12th of March enfuing, parliament was diffolved, and 
Mr. Wilkes, with all the terrors of outlawry hanging over his 
head, offered himfelf as a candidate forthe city of London. If 
this circumftance be aftonifhing, it is no lefs fo that the minifiry 
fufered him to profecute his fchemes without moleftation. 
Though he was difappointed in his hopes of reprefenting the 
Britith metropolis he was not difpirited; but offered his fer- 
vices to the freeholders of Middlefex, by a confiderable ma. 
jority of whom he was cleéted as one of their reprefentatives 
in parliament. The miniftrv, who feem not to have been pof- 
fefled of the fpirit to condu& hofliliy with vigour, nor of the 
magnanimity to forgive with a good grace, now revived againft 
him the proceedings at law, by the ufual courfe of which his 
outlawry was confirmed, and he was fentenced to pay two fines 
of 5001, each, and to be imprifoned two years. Indignant at 
the feverity of this fentence, the populace daily aflembled round 
the King’s Bench prifou, where their favourite was confined, 
and om the 10th of May, the day on which the new parliament 
was aflembled, the endeavours of a military guard to reprefs 
their animofity gave ile toa riot, in the fappreflion of which 
aninnocent individual was unfortunately killed. Mr. Wiikes 
did not fail to take advantage of this unhappy affair to increafe the 
public hatred againit miniftrv. He publifhed, with a brief, but 
highly infla;nmatory comment, a letter from Lord Weymouth, 
fecretary of flate, to the Surrey magiflrates, in which his lord- 
fhip exhorted the juflices to promptitude and a€tivity, in repel 
ling popular violence by military force. 

It fhould feem by the teflimony of Mr. Almon, who appears 
to have been well acquainted with all the circumftances of Mr. 
Wilkes’s proceedings, that, notwithflanding tims provocation, 
his majefty’s minifters were far from withing to drive him to 
extremity. The duke of Grafton, underftanding that he in- 
tended to prefent to the houfe of commons an offenfive pes 
tition, intimated to him, by the medium of Mr. Fitzherbert, that 
reain bis feat in pate 
mnitidence, that fome 

4 } 


liament : aud Mr. 
nall fal i oN +] , ‘ 
{mail fubriiGon to the ki ig was all that would be expected to 
mifhion of his fines, and 


accompithh, ina very fhort time, the ri 


Ms 73 ' , f ° ' ,f 
if be would abilain from this aét he fhould 


2 al 
! 


Fitzherbert added, in c 


his entire emancipation. The fubmihon to the king Mr. 
Wilkes fent in the form of a humble petition. But he could 
not be petrfueded to alter nis refolution of flating his grie. 
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being prefented, it was voted to be frivolous; and on fy 
avowal of the publication of the above-mentioned letter of 
Lord Wey mouth, he was expelled the houfe on the third of Fy 
bruary, 1769. 

As it is ever the generous difpofition of the Englith public 
to fympathize with thofe who appear to be crufhed by the fe 
verity of power, Mr. Wilkes’s popularity daily increafed. Qh 
the 27th of January, 1769, he had been eleéted alderman of the 
ward of Farringdon-without. Thrice was he re elefed fo 
Middiefex, and as many times was his ele€tion declaréd to be 
void. The final fubftitution of Mr. Henry Luttrell’s name for 
his in the third return, by the authority of the houfe of com 
mons, is a memorable event in our parliamentary hiftory. | Thiy 
proceeding increafed the popularity of Mr. Wilkes to fucha 
degree among the opulent and refpeétabie members of the com 
munity, that an affociation was formed for the purpofe of raifing 
fubfcriptions to liquidate his debts, and to “ render him ealy 
and independent.”” The fociety paid and compounded on bis 
behalf debts tothe amount of nearly 24,000]. After this grea 
exertion of public fpirit, Mr. Wilkes had the modefty to prefs 
the affociation apon the point of rendering him ea/y and inde. 
pendent: but, to his great diffatisfaGtion, the majority were of 
opinion that perfecuted patrioufm had, in this cafe, been ful. 
ficiently remunerated. 

On the 17th of April, 17790, Mr. Wilkes was enlarged from 
his confinement, exonerated from debt, and ftanding high in the 
eflimation of the populace. Being excluded from parliament, 
he dire&led his ambition to city honours, and became fuccel- 
fively theriff of London and Middlefex, and lord-mayor of 
the city of London. At the end of September, 1774, he was 
unanimoutly re-chofen a member for Middlefex, and took his 
feat in the houfe without oppofition. 

But unprofitable dignities were by no means calculated to 
fatisty bis wifhes. The chamberlainfhip of the city had long 
been the objett of his ardent defires, and in the year 1779, he 
obtained that lucrative office. No fooner did he tafle the 
fweeis of emolument than his turbulence began to evaporate, 
and he funk, by degrees, into an inaétive, filent, and inligni- 
ficant fenator. He continued, however, to reprefent the county 
of Middlefex till the year 1790, when he .withdrew from 
public life, and fpent the remainder of his days in Epicu- 
sean tranquillity. He died on the 26th of December, 1797, at 
the age of feventy. It is worthy of remark, that though in his 
will he profeffed to bequeath a confiderable property, he died 
infolvent. 

Upon a view of the eventful life of this extraordinary man, 
it is evident that his pretended patrioti{m grew out of his pos 
veity, and that, if the mimitry had not refufed to repair his for 
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tunes by dealing out to hina portion of the public revenue, 
the world would never have heard from him any complaints of 
the injuries done to his country. That public good accrued 
from the oppofition which was made on his behalf to the un- 
warrantable fretches of minifterial power we will not deny : 
but to John Wilkes we owe no thanks. Self-interelt was the 
tuling principle of his life. Inthe company of Mr. Gibbon 
(aman as felfith as himfelf) he declared, that from the diffentions 
which he faw arifing. in his country he was determined to make 
his fortune*. This isthe clue which guides us through all the 
intricacies of his conduét, To this maxim he firmly adhered ; 
and in the profécution of this obje&t he evinced a courage and 
atkill which, in a better caufe, would have juftly entitled him 
to the enthufiaftic admiration with which he was fo long regarded 
by the great mafs of the Englith public. 

It has often been obferved, that the moft profligate men fome- 
times pay an involuntary homage to virtue. This is exems 
plified in the letters of Mr. Wilkes to his daughter, which 
breathe a fpirit of tendernefs, and a concern for her honour and 
happinefs, which: may be allowed to weigh confiderably in the 
balance againft .his vices, Pity it is that fuch men as Mr. 
Wilkes'cannot be perfuaded to ‘* do unto others as they with 
others to do unto them ;’’ and to refleét, that their wives and 
daughters are not the only females whofe welfare is the objeét 
of the fond folicitude of relatives and friends. But felfifhnefs 
is never juft; and men of the world commit, without remorle, 
injuries which they: are ready to refent with implacable ven- 
geance when: offered to themlelves. Such men may be qua- 
lified to become ftatefmen, in the vulgar acceptation of the word ; 
—they may even make a figure in parliament, but patriotifm 
difclaims them; for‘ how can he. be expeéted to be faithful to 
the public who is faithlefs to individuals? May Heaven pre- 
ive our country from the counfels of thofe men who, after 
having ruined themfelves by profligacy, endeavour, by fo- 
menting the turbulence of faGtion, to force themfelves into fitu- 
— ¥ which they may fecurely feed upon the revenues of 
¢ fate ! 


* See Gibbon’s Pofthumous Works, vol. i. 


Pilitical Remarks on Bonaparte’s Affumption of the Title of 
Emperor. 





HIS eminently. fuccefsful charaéter is now the crowned 

emperor of France. His coronation was performed with 
al the folemnity'and magnificence that are generally difplayed 
0 fimilar occafions. The Corfican and the ufurper, as many, 
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in imitation of the inve&tives of Demofthenes againft Philip 
Jove to term him, is become, like Charlemagne, the head of; 
hew dynafty. His right, like that of the heads of moft dp, 
nafties, is really founded upon the fword: the addreffes to hig 
from the feiate attribute it to the free choice of the foverein 
people, of whom between three and four millions gave the 
uffrages for his afcent to the imperial throne, and for the pr, 
fervation of the imperial dignity in his family. 

Whatever weight this may have had upon the mind of the em. 
peror, it is certainly a remarkable deference to public opinion; 
and there cannot be a doubt that multitudes in France will x 
fo far fwayed by it, as to believe their monarch’s pretenfions» 
authority upon the people’s choice equally valid with thofed 
his predeceffor founded on birth. Our William the conquer 
did not difdain the fame:art, and at his coronation, both Saxo 
and Normans were afked, whether they ele&ted hirn for their. 
vereign of England: and the loud acclamations of the foreignen 
and natives, teftifying their approbation within the churcho 
Weftminfter, being unhappily conftrued by the Norman fa. 
diers without, into a tumult againft their lord, occafioned tk 
death of many of their Englifh fellow fabje&s. 

Whatever may be the claims of the new emperor, he has nov 
polleffion of the throne. The bravery of a foldier, the talent 
of a ftatefman, and fortune, to ufe his own language, have cor 
duéted him to this elevation. To preferve himfelf in his fea, 
the fame talents are requifite; and, by his anfwer to the fenat, 
he points out the real truth of the rife and fall of thrones: ani 
his affertion is juft, that, when a family is irrefolute, and mo 
table in its counfels, regardful of its own. interefts, and ne 
thofe of the nation, it defervedly is thrown from its high ras, 
and leaves the poft to be occupied by a mare fpirited fu 
ceffor. 

Englith politicians prophefy the fall of the new family, awl 
declare the upftart incapable of maintaining his poft, becaul 
his throne is not furrounded with hereditary nobility, and bt 
has it not in his power to form around him.a body of dukes ani 
princes. Thefe unfortunate common place writers either neve 
knew, or have forgotten that the word duke means only the gt 
neral of an army, and that the emigrant nobility of France at 
reprefentatives merely of thofe generals who once performed 
to Charlemagne and his fucceffors the fame office as the lately 
created marfpals of France have done to Bonaparte. Hert 
ditary nobility is not neceffary alfoto monarchy, for the greatel 
and oldeft monarchy in the world has fublifted, and does fublif, 

without it. ' Becaufe certain inftitutions have’ fubfifted at certat 
times, and in certain places, it does not follow that they @ 
not give way to the circumftances of other times; and) the et 


peror will find ne great difficulty in inventing marks of nny 
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which will be as much coveted and refpeéted as thofe conferred 

by the kings his predeceffors. 

To us it is of no fort of confequence whetker he is a king, 
or conful, oremperor. He is the head of a great nation now at 
war with us, and that nation has exerted the fame power which 
this nation did in the laft century, when, fetting afide the here- 
ditary claims to the crown, it raifed the Brunfwick family toa 
throne. We cannot, however, fail of noticing the remarkable 
circumftances in the change of families, and the modes by which 
they are operated. Little did the Bourbon family think, when 
it purchafed Corfica from the Genoefe, and when it prided itfelf 
on baffling the efforts of the Britifh adminiftration to affift the 
gallant Paoli, and the brave defenders of his ifland’s indepen. 
dence, thata few years would produce fo ftriking a contraft, 
and that the fon of one of the enflaved Corficans would trample 
on its dignities, and leave its defcendants to a precarious fub- 
fitence on foreign powers. 

The aid of religion has always been called in to fanétify the 
proceedings by which a fovereign is entitled to the allegiance of 
his fubje&ts. This, being an avowal on the part both of fove- 
reign and fubjeéts of their dependence ona fuperior and in- 
vifible power, cannot but be confidered as a very important ces 
remony ; and however it may have been impaired by fupertti- 
tious rites or doétrines, it is in its end and defign deferving of 
human reverence. A mind like that of the emperor would na- 
turally avail itfelf of fuch a circumftance ; and as the catholic 
religion is profeffed by the great majority of his fubjeéts, he 
would of courfe, and did, look to the molt dignified chara@er in 
that perfuafion to perform the rites which were to be ufed on 
his coronation. 

The emperor of France acquiefced in the religious fentiments 
of his fubje&ts, but he would not acceptthe crown from the 
fuppofed facred hands of one whofe predecefflors had been 
accullomed to give and to claim the right of giving them 
away. This is a mark of proteftanifm which peculiarly de- 
ferves attention, and fhews that, though France is returned to its 
ancient fuperftition, the civil power has emancipated itfelf from 
the degrading fubje@tion under which it had long been held to 
the fuppofed rights of the church. The pope in his council 

declared the motives for his journey to arife, in great degrec, 
from gratitude to the fovereign of France for the benefits of the 
concordat, and the reftoration through his means of his king- 
dom to the bofom of the church. Still the weaknefs of the pa- 
pal power is evident in this meafure, and every true proteftant 
will rejoice that its throne is fhaken; it is now tottering, and in 
qne or two more generations its pretenfions will be more tho. 
2C 2 roughly 
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roughly fifted, and Chriftians will difdain to receive their fii) 
from the impure fources of ecclefiaftic tradition. 





Defcripiton of a Summer's Evening in Italy, with an d. 
count of a narrow Efcape from Pirates during an Excyr. 
fon on the Sea. 


[From Caffas’s Travels. ] 


HOSE who are unacquainted with the beauty of the even, 
ings in Italy, can form no idea of the [pefacle afforded 
by nature in thefe regions, when the fun has funk beneath th 
horizon. The abfence of this luminary caufes a ceffation of 
heat ; the calorific clouds difperfe, the fea and the mountain 
towards the weft are deprived of their purple tinge, and the fky 
exhibits nothing but one vaft expanfe of azure, .beneath which 
innumerable zephyrs gently move; while every thing adds to 
the majeftic filence of night, as it gradually advances, embalmed 
with the odour of delicious flowers. At this charming periol 
every thing tends to produce the moft pleafing and voluptuoui 
fenfations, and the expanded mind gratefully contemplates the 
magnificence of the univerfe. At fuch atime, it feems {carcely 
pofible that wicked men fhould be employed in preparing to 
commit their crimes ; but the human heart is corrupt, and this 
painful refle€tion deprived our travellers, in a great degree, of 
the pleafure they would have derived from fuch an evening a 
that which we have depiéted. Inthe midf of the moft fublime 
{peftacle of the omnipotence of the Creator, they [M. Calla 
and M. Grappin] were obliged to recolle& that they were men, 
and to think about their perfonal fecurity. They accordingly 
put into a {mall creek, formed by rocks, where they landed; 
and, tearing off a number of branches from fome contiguovs 
trees, they {pread them over their boat, which, by this means, 
together with the obfcurity afforded by the thade of the rocks, 
was rendered fcarcely perceptible. They then retired to 
a fhort diflance, and concealed themfelves amongft fome 
buthes, 

It was now eleven o'clock, and the pale light of the moon had 
facceeded to the mild darknefs of the evening, which flowly ap- 
proaches towards the weft, where the twilight continues to lin- 
ger till a late hour. All nature was enveloped in filence, and 
one might figuratively be faid to hear the approach of night. 
Even the tide only tranfmitted, at long intervals, a few gentle 
waves towards the chafms in the rocks, and the monotonous hat- 
mony of their motion was almoft loft in the immenfity of [pace; 
when fuddenly a faint noife was heard at a diftance, which ex- 
cited the vigilance of our travellers, who foon afcertained that 
$14 
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it was occafioned by regular flrokes of the oar. The found gra- 
dually increafed, as did the alarm of our party, who knew not 
whether thofe who approached were friends or enemies. At 
fict they were in hopes that the flrangers would pafs, but they 
were deceived, for the bark approached nearly alongfide of their 


own, though it was not perceived by the crew: at Jength they - 


landed, and began to pry about them, while their arms ftruck 
againft the bhofpitable bufh which concealed our adventurers. 
Their fenfations may be more eafily conceived than defcribed ; 
—the flighteft motion, figh, or infpiration, might caufe their de- 
firuftion. In a fhort time they heard the banditti fwearing at 
each other; “ They are not here,” faid the plunderers, “ they 
have gone farther on, and we have miffed them.” 

They, in this ftrain, regretted the lofs of their prey, and that 
they had not been able to fhed blood; they accufed each other 
of tardinefs and negligence, and each endeavoured to acquit 
himfelf of blame, on fuch a noble ocgafion: indeed, it was a 
chartce that a civil war had not broken out amongft them, be- 
caufe they had loft the opportunity of committing a crimé, 
while our travellers were the unfortunate objeéts of their 
fearch; and, at this inflant, they were clofe againft them! At 
laft, they refolved to put off again in purfuit of the fugitives, 
expreiling their hopes that they fhould overtake them; and 
vowing vengeance againft them for the fatigue they had ex. 
perienced. With this intent they re-embarked; and thé 
friendly oar foon diffipated the fears of our party, and delivered 
ave fiom any farther information of the projeéts of the ban- 
itt, 

This adventre was fufficient to difguf them with noéturnal 
navigation; while it tended to deter them from paffing the night 
at a diftance from inhabited places: they, therefore, impatiently 
waited forthe return of day ; and, as foon as it appeared, they 
gladly quitted a rock, at which they had run a chance of termi- 
nating their adventures. 

They continued, during the day, to cruize along the coaft, 
the afpe& of which was as mild and defolate as can be conceived, 
tll they arrived at Zara. Rocks projeéting at intervals, barren 
and thapelels thickets, no foil nor cultivation, the heavy verdure 
ot aromatic plants, maftic fhrubs, fennel, hemlock, and rue; a 
burning fun, producing a degree of heat almoft infupportable, 
and the remembrance of the dangers they had efcaped over. 
night ;—fuch were the fubjeét and the refletions which, duriag 
fourteen hours fatigued their eyes, their fenfes, and their imagi- 
nation, At length, they reached Zara, where they waited upon 
Dr. Stratico and Captain Geroufi, two enlightened and amiable 
wen; who, by the moft affable reception, endeavoured to make 
them forget the forms of Carnero, and the pirates of the Punta 
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Sketch of that re[pettable naval Charatter, Lieutenant 
T. Davies. 


N July laft died, at Jamaica, Licutenant T. Davies, of the 
Port Mahon floop of war. He was educated in the mathe. 
matical department of Chrift’s Hofpital, and apprenticed on 
board a Weft Indiaman, in which fervice, previous to the expi. 
ration of his indenture, he had arrived at the ftation of fecond 
mate, when (about twelve years fince) he was impreffed into his 
majefty’s fervice, and fent on board the Thetis frigate, at that 
time commanded by Captain (now Admiral) Cochrane. That 
brave and intelligent commander foon difcovering him to be an 
able mathematician as well as an expert navigator, and that he 
poffeffed talents in other refpe&ts of the moft ufeful nature, 
though frequently obfcured by an innate diffidence, favoured 
him with his patronage, and took every opportunity of render. 
ing his fituation as little irkiome as the nature of the fervice 
would admit. 

With Captain Cochrane he continued nearly fix years in the 
North Sea and onthe American ftation, returning from the latter 
of which, his patron was removed to the Ajax, of 80 guns, 
when he took the fubje& of this memoir (then a midfhipman) 
with him. On the failing of the Egyptian expedition, he was 
appointed a€ting lieutenant of the Renommé, and at the difem. 
barkation of the troops, commanded one of the boats employed 
in that fervice. When they had neared the fhore, three of the 
men were killed by a ball, and before he could receive an an- 
{wer to his queftion, whether the boat was damaged, a fhell fell 
in the centre of it, which killed five more, wounded eight, and 
funk the boat. The remainder of the crew and foldiers, how- 
ever, with the exception of one, were faved by the exertions of 
fome of the other boats. 

On the landing being effe&ted, Lieutenant Davies was ap- 
pointed to the command of the divifion of boats employed to 
aét on the Lake Madié, in confequence of which, he refided in 
a ten: for feveral months, on the banks of that Jake; and per- 
formed the duty allotted to him to the complete fatisfaétion of 
his fuperior officers, tor which he was honoured with a gold me- 
dal by the grand fultan, as a reward for his fervices. On the 
return of the expedition, his appointment as lieutenant was cone 
firmed by the board of admiralty, and atthe conclufion of the 
Jate war he retired on half-pay, and was married to a moft ami- 
able woman, a native of the fifter kingdom. But no fooner did 
hoftilitics recommence, than he offered his fervices, and was ap- 
pointed to the Port Mahon floop, which fhortly after failed for 
the Weft Indies, whofe banetu! climate has, of late, proved fo 
defiruétive to numbers of our gallant country men: 

His 
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- His conftitution; enervated by fatigue, and alternate refidence 
in various climes, was unable to cope with the malignancy: of 
its atmofphere, and a diarrhoea put a period to his exiftence in 
the prime of manhood, having only attained his 35th year.—In 
a letter written by him in the almoft certainty of approaching 
death, he difplayed the moft heroic fortitude, combined with a 
pious refignation; and although he had many inducements to 
attach him to this life, yet he did not fuffer a fingle murmur, or 
a repining expreflion, to efcape his lips; the weaknefs of 
his body never overcame the fortitude of his mind, which 
preferved its wonted ftrength and vigour, even to his laft mo- 
ment. ba 





SINGULAR CUSTOMS of the BRAMINS. 


HEN the perfons who attended a funeral return home, 

and approach the houfe-door, they each bite three leaves 
of nimba between their teeth, fip water, and touch a branch. of 
lemi with their right hand, while the prieft fays, “* May fire 
grant us happinefs ;” and ftanding between a bull and a goat, 
they touch both thofe animals, while the prieft recites an appro- 
priate prayer : and before any one enters into his houfe, the prieft 
fays for him, ‘* May I be firm like this ftone!” upon which he 
ftands. 

During ten days, funeral cakes with libations are to be offered ; 
and fo long as the mourning lafts, the neareft relations of the 
deceafed muft not exceed one meal daily, nor eat flefh meat, nor 
any food feafoned with faétitious falt; they muft ufe a plate 
made of the leaves of any tree but the plaintain, or take their 
food from the hands of fome other perfons; they muft not hane 
dle a knife or any implement of iron; nor fleep upon a bed- 
ftead, nor adorn their perfons, but remain fqualid, and refrain 
from perfumes, and other gratifications ; they muft likewife omit 
the daily ceremonies of ablution and ‘divine worfhip. On the 
third, fifth, feventh, and ninth days, the kinfmen affemble, bathe 
in the open air, offer tila and water to the deceafed, and take are- 
paft together; they place lamps at crofs roads, and in their own 
houfes, and likewife on the way tothe cemetery, and they obe 
ferve vigils in honour of the deceafed. 

We fhall now notice fome mifcellaneous cuftoms :—-The 
houfeholder is injoined to give daily alms, but no particular time 
is pre(cribed lor the diftribution of them: he is fimply direéted 
to give food to religious mendicants whenever they come to his 
door; but efpecially if they come atthe time when food is ready 
for his own meal. It is alfo the common practice to feeds 
cow before the houfeholder breaks his own fait. ° He either’pree 































eae 








































176 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 


fents grafs, water, and corn to her, with this text, “ Daughter 
of Surabbi, framed of five elements, aufpicious, pure, holy, 
fprung from the fun, accept this food given by me;” or elfe, 
he eonduéts the kine to grafs faying, ““ May cows, who are 
mothers of three worlds, and daughters of Surabbi, and 
who are beneficent, pure, and holy, accept the food given by 
me!” 

Hindoo legiflators have heaped together a multitude of pre. 
cepts, many of them trivial and abfurd. Some relate to diet, 
prohibiting many forts of food; torbidding the conftant ufe of 
others ; in feveral, the time of taking nourifhment is {pecified, 
and the perfons with whom it is to be taken are particularly 
mentioned. Direétions are given as to the pofture in which 
a Hindoo mutt fit, and the point of the heavens to which he muf 
look. 

After wafhing his hands and feet, and fipping water without 
{fwallawing it, he fits down ona ftool, or on a cufhion, before 
his plate, which muft be placed ona clean {pot of ground, that 
has been wiped and [moothed, in a quadrangular form, if he be 
a Bramahna; a triangular one, if he be a Chhatriya; circular, 
if he be a Vaifya; and in the thape of a crefcent, if he belong tg 
the fourth tribe. When the fvod is firft brought in, he is re. 
quired to bow to it, raifing both Hands, in the form of humble 
falutation, to his forehead, and faying, “* May this be always 
our’s ;”’ that is, “* May food never be deficient !’? When he has 
fat down, he fhould lift the plate with his left hand, and blefs-the 
food, faying, “ Thou art invigorating.”” He fets it down, nae 
ming the three words, or if the food be handed to him, he fays 
“* May Heaven give thee,” and receives it with thefe words, 
“ The earth accepts thee ;” before he begins eating, he muft move 
his hand round the plate, to infulate it, or his own perfon rather, 
from the reft of the company, He next offers five lumps of 
food to Yama, by five different titles; he fips.and fwallows wa« 
ter, he makes five oblations to breath by five diftiné&t names, and 
laftly, he wets both eyes. He then eats his repatt in filence, 
lifting his food with all the fingers of his right hand, and after. 

wards again fips water, faying, ** Ambrofial fluid! thou art the 
couch of Vifhnu and of food.” 





Account of an extraordinary Darkne/s off Newfoundland. 
(From the Montruty Macazine.] 


To the EDITOR, 
Str, 
HE following account of an extraordinary darknefs which 


occurred on the coaft of Newfoundland, about the time of 
6 the 
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the fummer folftice, and which I received a few days fince from 
my brother, will probably be acceptable to your readers, and may 
recall to the recolle&tion of thofe who are in the habit of 
making meteorological obfervations, an extraordinary appear- 
ance in the atmofphere in this country, about the fame time, 
which I think there is reafon to believe may be attributed to the 
fame caufe, and be conneéted with the appearance noticed on the 
coat of America. My brother was on his paflage from New- 
foundland to Miramichi, in Nova Scotia, and I fhail give his ac- 
count in his own words. 


Extra of a Letter from Mr. Henry Briftowe, commanding the 
Ship Poole, dated Miramichi, June 28, 1804, 


“ ON my paffage to this place an extraordinary circumftance 
occurred, which I believe muft have been feen in fome parts of 
Newfoundland, though the people here faw nothingof it. I 
was, on Sunday, the 17th inflant, about two leagues to the fouth- 
ward of the ifland of St. Peter; at day-break it was dark and 
gloomy, the fun rofe like a ball of fire, and difappeared in an 
inftant, obfcured in thick, dark, red, and yellow clouds ; and at 
eight o’clock I could fearcely fee to get my breakfaft without a 
light ; at intervals it lightened up a little, and continued fo’till 
eleven o’clock, when it became totally dark, fo much fo that I 
put my head down to the binnacle, and could no more fee the 
compafs than I could at twelve o’clock in a very dark night, 
without alight ; my cook was obliged to get a light to fee if his 
copper boiled. The fire burned pale, or rather of a purple caft. 
It continued totally dark for about twenty minutes, when it 
cleared away, firft to the northward. The ifland of St. Peter 
looked juft as the land does in the night when the moon emerges 
from a thick black cloud, which hangs over the land, and a yard 
or two of clear fky (to appearance) between the land and clouds, 
and all round the horizon befides as dark as pitch. The clouds 
all the day were of a blood red and yellow—no rain, and but 
little wind from the weft north-weft. My people were all 
frightened ; it was a grand, but awful fight. I think you would 


have been glad to have feen it. 
“ HEN. BRISTOWE.” 





4 QUESTION, by W. Tucker, of Tilfhead School, Wilts. 


N the oppofite bank of a river are two houfes, the diftance 

of which apart I was told was 480 yards; withthe place 
where I flood at right angles to that onthe right hand they 
formed an angle ef 60° 30’; What is the breadth of the river? 
Vol. 45 : D Anfwer, 
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Anfwer, by Reclufe, of Afhburton, to T. Rutger’s Rebus, inferted December 4, 


HE letters AA, Sir, you mean, 
Three foreign rivers they’II explain. 


*.* We have received the like anfwer from J. Chabb, of Everfhor; John 
Channon, of Ottery; and W.Commins, S. Murch, R. Holwell, and Thoma 
Whicker, of Exeter. 





Anfwer, by Primrofe, of Taunton, to W. Gifford’s Rebus, inferted December 3, 
EATED within the ALCOVE’s calm recefs, 


t2 On tow’ring wing the contemplaiive mufe 
Ambitious foars th’ etherial heights fublime, 
Lnjoyioy intelleQual, {weet delights, 

While Gilence, grateful filence, reigns around 


*.* We have received fimilar anfwers from T. Whicker, P. Gove, and 
R. Holwell, of Exeter; Keclule, of Awlifcombe; T. Jarvis, of Malbo. 
rough; G. Hann, jun. of Stoke Abbot; W. Bickham, jun. of Athburton; 
W. Lawrence, of St. Agnes; J Lewis, of Poole; and A. Kyne, jun, of 
Dartmouth. 





A CHARADE, dy T. Jarvis, of Malborough. 


— find my firft procure a faithful mate ; 
Of, in my next how many meet their fate ! 
Come, ye judicious youths, dilplay my whole, 
With love unfeign’d, and unity of foul. 





A CHARADE, by T. Rutger, of Clowance. 
M* fav’rite fcience, Sirs, explain, 


You'll thea my firft expound; 
Among the thoufands it contains 
My fecond may be found. 
In its [weet charms fuch contralts flow, 
On that far diflant fhore, 
Where flands ny whole, oft ’venturers go 
New beauties to explore. 





An ENIGMA, by 7. Pafcal. 


VAUNT thon tyrant to domellic joy ! 
Nor with thy prelence dare my peace annoy, 
Moniter away! for know I thee detefl, 
hou ne’er fhalt fx thy empire in my breaft. 
Thy arts irfidious fha!! not me betray, 
Nor tempt me in thy thorny paths to flray. 
Deluded men too oft are led by thee 
Erom {cénes of biils to tafle of mifery. 
The lovely virgin, and the faithful wife, 
Cuxfe and revile thee asthe caule of firife; 
For thou doft every {pecious wile employ 
To ruia friendthip, and true love deflroy, 
Marder itfelf is often caufed by thee, 
And other deeds replete with villany ; 
For thou'rt malicious, treacherous, mean, and bafe, 
A pefi and torment to the human race, 
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O prone are all men to debate, 

And warn us of the wiles of fate, } 
So eager to condemn the crimes, 
That blot thefe unregenerate times, 
I fometimes fancy that I meet 
A moralift in every fireet. 
Bat, mark their life—that fureR tel— 
You'll catch them tripping like the reft; 
And half the follies they condemn 
Are plainly vifible in them: 
The truth of which remark to fhew 
I have a tale quite apropos. 


Over a glafs of Burton’s beft, 
Tim thus his loving friend addrefs’d : 
** Well, Peter, ’tisa (hameful fin, 
** That Dick fhouid {will fuch feas of gins 
** Oft from the tavern drunk he reels, 
** With Tag and Bobtail at his heels. 
** Nay, for my part, I cannot think, 
*© What makes the man fo fond of drink.” 


** Nor 1 (faid Peter, with a groan) 
** *Tis vaftly wonderful I own: 
** But blefs mc! what a change appears 
** Within the {pace of forty years! 
** The world gets more deprav’d, I’m fure,— 
** Heav’n knows "twas bad enough before.” 


** True (anfwer’d Tim), good Peter! true; 
** But fee—the dotile flands with you.” 


‘© Befides (fays Peter) of all crimes, ¢ 
‘** That haunt thefe diffipated times, 
*© Dick’s fav’rite is the greateft pelt, 
*© And makes more fools than all the reft. 
** The man addified, Tim, to drinking 
§* Will daily find bis credit finking ; 
** Hig reputation foon decays, 
** And mis’ry on his bofou preys, 
** *Till wafted by difeafe and pain, 
** Death ends bis tranfitory reign.” 


*€ Yes (anfwered Tim), and fill’d his glafs) 
* Dick's crimes all other crimes i, 

** T {corn the man who, blind to fhame, 

* With fuch bafe fligmas blots his name ; 

** And, carelels of a future flate, 

** Thus trifles with the thafts of. fate, 

*¢ But fee, my friend, the wine is out, 

*© You'll wet the other eye, na doubt ; 

** We we!l may fit a little later, 

** So—bring another bottle, waiter |” 
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Thus fill, in many a fpeech fublime, 
They painted Dick’s befetting crime ; 
°Till drunk as drills, and fearcely able, 
To fee diitinttly o’er the table, 

And heedlefs what each other faid, 
The roaring finners reel’d to bed. 


The very fault they thus condemn, 
Dick, the next evening, found in them; 
Wohilft Peter gravely rail’d at Lim, 
Who rail’d as heartily at Aim. COLIN. 
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OW charming ’tis to rife at early dawn, 
And watch the progrefs of the new-born day } 

Then trace the flowery groves, or verdant lawn, 

When firft Aurora beams the golden ray ; 
To hear the foaring lark hiscarol fing, 

The ploughinan whiflling thro’ the woody vale, 
The jingling bells that deck the labouring team, 

And feel the early-nfing, fpicy gale; 
To pluck the lily and the wild-blown rofe, 

With botoms pregnant with the pearly dew; 
To {cent the fragrance that the meads dilclofe, 

Perfum’d by flowers breathing {weets anew. 
Delicious pleafures ! far above the joys, 
That flow from crouded cities, full of noife. 


February, 1805. J. PASCAL 
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To Mary, on the Author’s leaving England. 


Te) fly from thy fight on the wings of the wind, 
Cho’ perhaps to be with thee no more, 
Yet my heart, O believe me, fill lingers behind, 

Is fiifl true tothe girl I adore. 


QO! who, without agonies, eve: could fly 
From the maid whom he lov’d to excefs ? 
Or who could e’er part, without heaving a figh, 
Froin the friends he had prov’d in difirefs ? 


Moft beauteous of women! no more II] behold 
Thofe {miles which were heaven to me, 

*Till trom Lucknow, endow’d with the magic of gold, 
I can love whom I like, and be free. 


Were I even exalted on Tamerlanc’s throne, 
And did millions bow down to my nod, 

E’en conceited, like Macedon’s chief, were I grown, 
And beliew’d I was fprung from a god. 


Should but thy lov’d torm o’er my fancy to rife, 
Should you feem to repine at my fate, 

Should you feem so exprets, by thofe beautiful eyes, 
That you I'd torfaken for ftate ; 


The {cepter, dear girl ! fhould be fpurn’d from my hand, 
I no more would the diadem wear ; 
But with rapture refign the imperial command, 
And with thee toa cottage repair. 
THE RED CROSS KNIGHT, 
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